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which has been imposed on me by the
recent regulations limiting tenure of re-
gimental command, and placing me,
with many other better men. unwillingly
en reiraite, while still in the prime of life
and energy.
If I am compelled, in the course of
these pages, to speak of myself and my
own doings, I trust that I maybe absolv-
ed from the imputation of being prompted
by vainglorious motives; and that my
excuse may be found in the evident
impossibility of keeping the first per-
sonal pronoun out of a personal narra-
tive. My having been mixed up in
the events which I propose to describe
is clearly an accident for which, though
I may apologise, I am not responsible;
and perhaps if I had not been engaged
in them I should have known a good
deal less about them. Whether that is
an advantage, or the reverse, to a
raconteur, is, of course, a matter of opi-
nion. Certainly, a witness is much less
hampered in his statements if he is not
limited and bound down by the fact of